My B[og gf the Endeavour
Voyage
Pre-Voyage B[o_q

Sunday, Apr 11, 2010

The Beginning

Canberra, 11 April 2010

I should be at sea today on HMB Endeavour. It sailed
this morning.

Butl "' m here, at home, spenc
physio exercises to mend the damage | did to shoulder
and foot on my Old Mail Routes trip.

But, fortuitously, | was able to swap from my originally
booked Broken Bay voyage, on which | would have had

to pose as Long John Silyv
voyage, giving me more time to convert my hobble to —

at least, | hope —a well-disguised limpless amble.

HMB Endeavour is a replica of the original HMB
Endeavour in which James Cook (with the rank of
Lieutenant, but commonly referred to as Captain)
circumnavigated the globe 1768-1771. It was during this
HMB Endeavour voyage that he visited lands that would come to be
known as New Zealand and Australia.

HMB? Wel | , in James Cook’s time it stood
His Britannick Majesty’'s Bar k! But you c
Endeavour on the Endeavour Replica site.

My initial interest in undertaking the voyage was to experience life at sea on a tall sailing ship
as part of understanding and relating to the vicissitudes of an early immigrant making the
voyage to Australia. It was another page in the life of my great grandfather, William Crick, along
with the my interest if following his Old Mail Routes. The Bark Endeavour was almost a
hundred years earlier than the Barque Sibella, on which he and his brother Thomas emigrated,
but it would be as close as | could get to going to sea on a vessel of a similar ilk.

With the Endeavour, there was the added attraction, which became an increased focus of
interest, of being taken back not only to the voyage of James Cook himself, which remains of
signal significance for Australia, but to the life, challenges and dramas of so many sea
adventurers, both naval and civilian, of past centuries.

| once spent the best part of a day in the Vasa Museet in Stockholm, which houses an intact

17" century Swedish warship, the Vasa salvaged from beneath the mud of Stockholm Harbour.
Accor ding to the w e”bcmiurls/ ietact warghip is thetwhrid. Qaite & syory; 1 7
and an amazing experience to explore its every nook. | also kept filed away a folder of


http://www.motorcyclemeanders.com/old_mail_routes_44.html
http://www.anmm.gov.au/site/page.cfm?u=1372
http://www.motorcyclemeanders.com/old_mail_routes_44.html
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reproductions of many original papers relating to the Endeavour and Capt Cook that was
published by the Sydney Sun Herald to mark the 200"anniversar y of the
what later became Botany Bay. That was in 1970.

The anticipation and interest in undertaking an Endeavour voyage, as | recall and re-discover
my treasure troves, is expanding by the day, interrupted only by my desperation to recover
from my foot injury incurred during my Old Mail Routes trip.

Monday, Apr 12, 2010
Cooktown

Canberra, 12 April 2010

Having posted yesterday’'s bl
noticed that HMB
quite put to sea. It had set sail into
Sydney Harbour but had spent the day
coping with a new lot of land lubbers
learning the ropes. It anchored in the
harbour for the night. No doubt, by
now, it has glided through the heads
with sails billowing and set a course for
somewhere vaguely between north
and east.

og, | then

i

| was reminded by the current Shen
Neng 1 saga of another incident of
damage to the Great Barrier Reef
caused by a ship trying to short-cut its

way across the coral shoals. That was Cooktown Harbour
in 1770. The ship’s master was James
Cook. The ship, of course, was HMB Endeavour.

www.motorcyclemeanders.com

On the assumpti on itkeepng wadahieal méreracc@amevthanthe Shen Ndng
1"s, the Endeav enreafatl.a0dpm ca 0duoel 7va Soroerseven days later,
cautiously watched by the local native inhabitants, the Guugu Yimithirr people, the badly damaged
Endeavour slowly made its way into their protective estuary
and beached at their river mouth.

The Endeavour and its crew spent 48 days there, repairing
the hull, replenishing their food and water, documenting
new plant and animal species and, importantly, making
contacts with their hosts. Their sojourn there is considered
the first settlement of Europeans in this Great Southern
Land.

Endeavour in Cooktown


http://www.motorcyclemeanders.com/old_mail_routes_44.html
http://www.abc.net.au/news/stories/2010/04/12/2869845.htm
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Today, the place is called Cooktown. The river is called the Endeavour (named by Cook). The
of fending reef is Endeavoeur Reef. And, th

There's a very informative and interestin
stories from both the Endeavour crew’'s re
Yimithirr people. It also has treasures from the Endeavour, such as its anchor and a cannon (or
maybemore—I can’'t remember) that Cook had | et
enough keel room to get across the coral.

| guess there would not have been any oil spillage from the incident.

Tuesday, Apr 13, 2010
At sea 240 Years Ago

Canberra, 13 April 2010

| wondered today where Cook might have been on this day 240 years ago as he approached a
shore line whose length would stagger him.

On 13 April 1770, he recorded in his journal:

G AAKG ' ANBR ySEG G2 I /FEYI sAGK /£ SN LM
North-West quarter. In the Course of this day found theatem to be 12 degrees 27 minutes
East, being at Noon, by observation, in the Latitude of 39 degrees 23 minutes South, and
Longitude 204 degrees 2 minutes West; Course and distance since Yesterday noon South 6
degrees West, 26 Miles, and Longitude ma@e¥r / | LIS CIF NBgStf wmy RS

The Endeavour was in South Pacific cruise mode. Pretty much a calm, smooth ride; and only 26
miles covered in 24 hours. He could have gone faster in Broken Bay or Jervis Bay. | guess there
has to some peaceful moments in a three year journey. Maybe even in a 5 or 6 day journey.

| discovered that Cook was right in the middle of a revolution in sea navigation. Accurate
measurement of | ongitude had been an el us
that significant changes took place, especially with the invention of the chronometer. Cook, in

fact used different methods of longitude measurement on his first and subsequent voyages:

James Cook used K1, a copy of H4, on his second and third voyages, having used the lunar

distance method on his first voyage.(Wikipedia)

Interestingly, while longitude came to be measured and recorded in terms of 0°-180°E or W of
Greenwich, Cook recorded his longitude today as 204°2 ' W. That threw me!
penny to drop; and realise he was saying 180°(204°2 -180°)W - no, that would now be E, or
180%-242 ' E, whi ch was®%58i'rE!reality, was 155

Anyway, on this day 140 years ago, he was definitely at sea. You can view the map below to see
just where he was. You can also zoom in or out and move it around - if only to see how much
water surrounded him.

View map: James Cooks Voyage April 1770



http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/James_Cook
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Wednesday, Apr 14, 2010
Frustrations and Repairs

Canberra, 14 April 2010

HMB Endeavour —the 20" century version —we are told, experienced a wind drop overnight and is

currently easing its way to Broken Bay for lunch. The 18" century version, on this day 240 years ago,
was making even sl ower progress as it inc
the previouslyre cor ded (by Tasman) Van Diemen’s La

The Endeavour, by now,

was over 21 months 7 7 :
5 2+l s e s O\Lr7 0
into its voyage. Cook SALYTAY A5 Gl wererie et AR
reports today that the ; -/?7,,'/,” P Y SRR s e A e enginvasny Ao
“spritsail Foycutirefoba (ERE 2yt A5 er e rversigr i b
C: »

our voyage crew Wopo 8L Thcuhpreloict /»'/wfu'('/c Do fo raxs ilavs
manqalcalls the sprit DY ai e Do St sfer el e af AR
topsail) was torn to rags /A /~ G R s A Mo

. p - e Fo 2 gadleyd pa ke Jhiey beery @ et 2030 favar
and not fit for purpose. A i SR I 7O I
He used the remnants T kS bo Do h Moo epperistas pees Govwss
to repair two top gallant - Moo Joe Ly o o sl giihe b picee Falofflsoms
sails that themselves ; fine lorpe = Af Yoy S S50 60 a7;_-2;5.4-,__%‘””%‘3(.
had become so ragged _ »ﬂl-"‘)‘.}/m.,_\ &/""'ﬁ(ﬂ vif'.'i"["(' /8. 21 GG e 20 Do i

that he did
was worth using new 45
canvas to repair them. Cook's Journal 14 April 1770

He expressed the

expectation that his makeshift repairsnwe
The new canvas he would save for the ti me
for bringing out the new if the old could still be used somehow or other.

et P e o FSEE 1 raalonal Libtay of Austalia

Having thought | ' d wor kbydandating hisR04°2 ' Wo P98 'L b
now not SO sure. ' m missing s d meetinheérsioghas it H
all sorted out and can cast light on the issue!

Today, Cook records his longitudinal position only in terms of 182 1’ v ar iCapk farewell f
(NZ). Wikipedia tells me Cape Farewellisat172°4 1’ E. That pl acé20s End
included the corresponding vari a®®don iThay
placed himat 154°3 7 ° E. I > m amoirlkl oturty iwhagtt | " m mi ssi

| have started a slide show. It's only got photos relevant to the blogs so far. But it will grow.



Thursday, Apr 15, 2010
Another Day, Another Voyage

Canberra, 15 April 2010

Life is a changing series oofcyclist\®dmstimes thatwids t
aren’t always as you would Ilike. You pref
road, as happened on my endeavouto track down Old Mail Routes.

My anticipation of sailing on HMB Endeavour has yet again taken another turn. With the combined
efforts of physiotherapist and podiatrist to have my foot bundled like a baby in swaddling-clothes,
only more strategically accomplished, | was ready to tackle anything on or below decks. But, in the
interests of frank and fearless disclosure (no doubt from years of working for The Government), |
had to admit that scuttlingupanddownt he rat | ines (they’'re ¢t
rigging) wasn’'t an accomplishable prospec
transferring to the
Botany Bay voyage from

A e
25-29Apri|wason ‘&72{{2[ /d / /ln. ¢/ /(/z\(. /‘)//k(?/ﬂ/&c!/l‘ﬁ:"

of fer. 1 di A ///llr"ff"y'"/“)/”é//P"/f<//'3qum\c//.a
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the confidence that /me. < aprert a U 86. /J‘/\// (v‘\,( TS lvs Ll f‘
another week of physio ,:jﬂ,lzn i U.}, 50 1 ,_,\h/”./. AN PR 7o (a/lf

will deliver a safely 7 7 ,/, By IR s
ratlineable foot. - [7 reencll R0 “" ST 9% 4

While initially = ,me{z//é 5?'“// Lor g s esy b ille Clondy An,v
disappointed in having biitlon e BAL: Jans ‘”2“ D 2B /Am‘}- %

to forego the Jervis Bay

voyage (attracted by }IA” ] Sagerty //“/ % ["- zdr /L e n neeflan soves

going south and having | C,{ s Yoo (_’__.'.;,_;. ‘,:/ Moo n2 ).,.,7 e ,u;,(/—A./f

an extra day at Sea)'l \ /u.'u e ./4“,. P \,1 &Cﬂ A./«;Lk LA sn s 0//"”/" 4

soon came to 2 .

appreciate that the Fdea ""‘“‘*"“ lin Mondidflercs ezt Ay S0 oS ke
Botany Bay voyage had 22 Y. f ¢}’ A« f\-nl ({{/_/c u[/)'(;. Bl sk atiss //Am.-

a special dimension to ‘/;..1.., \u,uc7 Au.u/ e Fn s 8 f}“a'm??’&“":ﬁ'y of Australia
it. In fact, two special Gook's Journal 1516 April 1770

dimensions. The
Endeavour sails into Botany Bay on the same day as Lt Cook did on his Endeavour exactly 240 years
earlier. And the crew get to participate in a Two Cultures Ceremony to mark the anniversary.

On entering the bay or kamay (pron Gamayss the local people called the area and which came to

be called Botany Bay, Cook observed peopl
from the Gweagal and Kameygal peoples. On landing on the southern shore, he would have first
encountered members of the Gweagal peopl e

most of the 240 years since that encounter for the European settlers that followed to appreciate the
upheaval s that ensued from that day. Today, the Kurranulla Aboriginal Corporation represents the
local indigenous peoples.

What of Cook’'s Endeavour on 15 April 1770
fresh gale moved in, allowing Endeavour to make 79 miles over the 24 hours from midday the day
before. Its longitudeisnow202 * W f r om Cape Farew29l1E. T@Gaok
they saw a gannet: “these are Birds thating
al |l night, but found no soundings with 10
before he would see land.


http://www.motorcyclemeanders.com/old_mail_routes_44.html

Friday, Apr 16, 2010
Cook's Journal
Canberra, 16 April 2010

I m feeling very pleased
0 Ut .pretkty mash mobile, but with an little effort.
Another week will ensure a much greater degree of
enjoyment and safety. An
the significance of the new dates...entering into Botany
Bay on 28th as Cook did; and remembering the

historical and cultural upheavals that began that day.

With my voyage another week away, | might content
myself over the next week with a brief mention of
where the 18th century Endeavour was on the
corresponding day in 1770.

Today, Cook recorded that fresh gales continued. At
noon the Endeavour was a
made 22°02' of longitude
woul d put it ractrdedtBattRe3 9’ EF
Endeavour travelled 108 miles from midday the day

LliiiNationaljlibraryjofiAustralialy

before.

Cover of Cook's Journal
Cook’' s jour nolyourtime. worth a o1

Cook"™s journal was a combo | og and journa
vital information about weather, position, and other key data —a sort of 18th century version of
today’'s bl ack b o xwasnmoreadespriptmotevents, disdoverie§, o ur n a
observations, opinions and thoughts. Cook was taken by the journalising of Banks and took up the
same practice. He eventually combined his log obligations within his journal.

Cook most probably wrote his entries more often than not after he had taken his midday
measurements of his latitude and longitude. Several entries start with a sentence on the weather,
which presumably is the weather as he writes. Then he often picks up from midday the day before
andrecordsevents of the previous afternoon. Th
writing. Finally, he records the log information of position, course and distance travelled.



PREV MAP 4] MAIN b NEXT MAP R

There is a transcription
of his journal housed by
the South Australian
Library: transcription of
Cook's journal.

Cook's Track across the
Tasman Sca to Australia
1 nsp- 16 April 1770

6 A
Tage 0¥

8 Ape “‘-{“; & Apr
You can even read the
actual manuscript
(actual, as in digitised!).
I'ts house
National Library of
Australia: manuscript of
his journal. You will
need a small key to
navigate it. The key is
that Item 222r contains

TASMAN SEA

TASMANIA
'Van Diemen's
Land'

NEW ZEALAND

National Library of Australia
NLA Map of Cook's voyage across Tasman Sea entries from 10-13 April
1770. So start
somewhere around that number and work from there.

Thereisalsoamapon-l i ne tracing Cook’'s voyage day &b
Library of Australia: Cook across the Tasman. My positioning of the Endeavour is out by several
mi nutes compared to this map. I suspect
measurement for Cape Farewell and Wi kiped

Cook’s measurement .

Saturday, Apr 17, 2010
Coping with Longitude

Canberra, 17 April 2010

Today is another day on which | should have been heading out on HMB Endeavour; but am still at

home. Il " ve already st ar t-ethdstirheaoghe Botar)y Bay voyage af u
25-29 April.

For Cook and his Endeavour, the night of 15-16 April 1770 seemingly kept the evening and night
watches on their toes. By 5.00pm onthe 16", t h e y had to “close re
they “wore and stood to the Southwar dWéstA
Finally, a tworedandBtOod tmthe Southweayd, hdving a fresh Gale at West-South-West,
attended with Squalls.”

The situation improved with daylight: “th
gave us an Opportunity of taking several observationsofthe Sun and Moon.
ahead so was unprepared for this, which included an acknowledgement of some error in

l ongitudinal measurements. Maybe, he’ | | h

First, revealing enough slowness in fathoming longitudinal measurements to have me disbarred
from setting foot on Endeavour, | finally twigged to the hows and whys of translating Co 0 k'
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Cook's Journal 17 April 1770

(0]

westward, he gets half-way around the globe and crosses the 1802 meridian; and keeps going

further west beyond 180¢. So, subtracting 180° from hi s
placing him at a point west (still west!)
meridian). But the current convention is to measure Longitude in this part of the globe by counting
east from Greenwich until you get to the
point to an “east of 0° (Greenwich) point
1802. That wouldbe M p H & N 1fofDQ (Gr&efiwich)).

Sorry if that seems al too obvious. I do
remedial training with the sextant.

Anyway, Cook then notes “From these obser
degrees 58t mi motesi AtBuesting, he continu
*is+ 208 degrees 20 minutes”™ which he all/l
this Error may as well be in the ahknatmpma.n
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Cook has second thoughts &imes

He finally puts
Endeavour at noon at
39°936" S an
west of Cape Farewell.
This latter
measurement puts him
atMmp n 6 fagipg 9
Wi ki dedi a
measurement of Cape
Farewell).

So, all of
really solve my variation
issue, but, | guess,
reinforced the obvious,
namely, that it has to do
with differences in
placing Cape Farewell. |
now wonder what



measurements were used to produce the map Cook acrossthe Tasmanb ecause it ' s
Endeavour at midday todayisat M p N 0 (@raad2@se as | can calculate with a millimetre ruler!).
Perhaps | should simply heed the manidtesdrrors

which, extending Cook’'s view, could wel/

Saturday, Apr 17, 2010
Cape Farewell and Longitude

Canberra, 17 April 2010

I know I said | would be simply recording the position of the Endeavour as she made her way to New

Holland and along the coast. One of the scourges of being anal retentive, however, is the need to
get to the core of the issue and solve it! So the
longitudinal conundrum got me intrigued.

It would probably take more time than | want to devote to
it to fully wunderstand w
consuming enough to try to get a hold on what Cook was
recording about Cape Farewell. He passed it twice —once
ineachdi recti on, but doesn’t
where he positions it. He says precious little the first time,
going east, as he completes a circumnavigation of the
South Island. Having sheltered and restocked over several
days in a protected area of what he subsequently called
Admiralty Bay, he headed out on the return journey home.
He devotes a lot of time to the thinking behind that
deci si on. l't’s worth a |

On the first day out, he recorded a small island off the
northern tip of the western arm of Admiralty Bay. The

northern tip he called C
B i sl and, but it’'s now kno
Farewell Spit Eco Tours pOSi tioned it at 40°37" S
185°06" W). He was pr atodtly
Cape Farewell and Spit about a degree longitude
then records their farewell to Cape Farewell. Interestingly,
he noted on the first pass, on 24 March,
which will be givenintheirpro per pl ace. ” He’' s —abdiaigyhndithevs e

from the ink colour and, possibly, a better nib. As they catch their last look at Cape Farewell, on 31
March 1770, he records the positi onreckofingt h
185°258" W) . He then says Cape Farewell (th
p. m. West 18 degrees North, distance 12 M
north of the cape. My rough calculation, on this basis (millimetre ruler and Google map), would put
the Endeavour at about the same | atitude
di fference of about 1. 5¢°. Cook seems to b
1.5ediffer ence compared to Wi kipedia's number.


http://southseas.nla.gov.au/journals/maps/38_tasmania.html
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If |I>ve got this close to correct, it go
sails towards New Holl and, mostly record
going to be a difference in his recorded position and his real position; but a lot more than the 22
minutes he thought (see earlier blog of 17 April immediately below).

e
S

Cook .
doesn ”"1‘/ SoRE ':;.//’ 0 e afiam //‘ /,’ Sy
. fakdni s, G 2
|0ghlS31 (; 7 //// // < AJA.' .—,</// _,/ p,‘..L{‘ v
March z £ 2y K& ioi oSl N osrih s o il ;
b ./0/3/ S s SE Piilore MalTo e B0 15 :
midday 7 / 7" b/w Fesike iy
. /7 }““{/ w-B na s /' 7‘» .
beal’lngs, 1 5 3’” <& /’) > J/(vnl o Sia -—/‘ "
. . 2 & (“l.fl P //: /;,1‘/, > dteg
which is S ' Na(lombrary of Auslmllaj,
unusual. S !
He Cook adds in reference to Cape Farewell
logged

his 1 April noon positionas 40° 12’ S and 1°211' west of the
his |l ongitude at about 175°33'E. Based on
173°52" E. Again, a |little over a whyddesthev ar
National Librarymaph av e it at 170912 E? That's al mo:
over 280 miles from where he thought he was (based on Zodiacal)!

Il " m sure there is an answer. It s just th

Sunday, Apr 18, 2010
So Close to Land - but it's not there

Canberra, 18 April 2010

Cook is manifestly very excited. He writes with some agitation about seeing birds that are sure signs

of land, “indeed, we cannot be far from i
Tasman's |l og or chart that suggests he sh
soundings every 2 hours al | through the night “but founc

They were having a better day of it than they experienced during the night. Late on the previous
afternoon, they were hit with t h eokdoyhowtgpd

it was. They “close reeft the Topsails, h
Gall ant Yards.” By 6.00pm, “the Gale incr
Foretopsail and Mainsail, and to run undertheFor e s a i | and Mizen all
18t h, they were able to “set the Mainsail
Mai ntopsail, both close reeft.”

But still no land!

Cook wrote “At Noon our L at #5minudesSoudhylLongitode feom
Cape Farewell 23 degrees 43 minutes West; and Course and distance run since Yesterday noon
North 51 degrees West, 82 Miles.” 23°43"


http://southseas.nla.gov.au/journals/maps/36_nzcentral.html
http://www.zodiacal.com/tools/lat_table.php

11

Monday, Apr 19, 2010

Looking towards 25-29 April Voyage

This is a S}feciaf Prelude to the 25-29 A]m'[ Voyage

Canberra, 19 April 2010

Now that the Jervis Bay voyage is under way, | find my interest focussing on my voyage —less than a
week away.

I plan to continue tracing Cook’'s run alo
before he sailed into Botany Bay on the 28" —the same day we do.

| have prepared a PDF document that reproduces the transcription of his journal for the days that
my fellow crew members and | wil/| be on E
obvious to see what happened on each day, i.e the day it happened. You can download it here: In
and Around Botany Bay.

As we spend 25 April in Sydney Harbour, Cook was sailing past Jervis Bay. Over the ensuing days,
he was becal med a bi tess. Omothe d7thchattietl to meieka Bndinguearh

tody’s Bulli but the surf beat him. Pity!
surf boat event. Beaten by the surf, he went on and next morning, the 28‘“, “we disco
which appeared to be tollerably well shelte
Ship.” And he did.

As for today, 19 April, that also was a significant day. He finally laid eyes on New Holland.

Cook was taking no

chances at this stage. All ‘T;‘»ﬁ

his professional skills s N

and instincts told him i .
-

that land must be close; 3 |

and the depth of water f

under him would
reduce.He“ br ou gl
too” at 1:0
fathoms of line
wouldn’'t re
bott om. He’
the topsails during the
night but reset them at

Point Hicks Lighthouse
5: 00am “close reef’'t."”

At 6: 00am, it happened: -EdststaWest, distancel5 oe6xeagaen, d i
having 80 fathoms, fine sandy bottom.” Th


http://motorcyclemeanders.com/doc/IN_AND_AROUND_BOTANY_BAY.pdf
http://motorcyclemeanders.com/doc/IN_AND_AROUND_BOTANY_BAY.pdf
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finally heading out north-eastalongth e s hore towards "the East
stage Endeavour was at 37°58’'S 149°21' E (

Cook records their noon posi thioom ase’ 37 °% Nk
formations and giving them names. He will continue to do this all the way up the coast. The first of
these was Point Hicks. (See map at blog of 13 April.)

The light was known as Cape Everard from 1843 until 1970 when it was changed
back to Point Hicks. It seem that there was some doubt to whether this was
Cook's first landfall in Australia, in 1770, because Cook had not taken account of
crossing the International Date Line when recording his log. Therefore it was not
challenged when the cape was latter named Everard. In the lead up to Cooks bi-
centenary research was undertaken and the case was presented successfully to
restore the rightful name. The area remains largely unchanged from the time it
was first sighted back in 1770.

Tuesday, Apr 20, 2010
Start of the coastal run north

Canberra, 20 April 2010
Today, if effect, begins the long run up the east coast of what would be called Australia.

Cook records that yesterday they saw three water sprouts, two of them between the ship and the
coast . Il ve never seen onel

The19"was quite a day for them. They had a ¢
weat her .”

At 6.00pm they
“shortaed s
brought too for the
Night ."” Co

that “The N
land in sight bore North
by East 1/2 East, and a
small Island lying close

to a point on the Main
bore West, distant 2
Leagues. This point |

have named Cape
Howe.” He d
how to recognise it and
gave its coordinates

that a GPS today would
verify.

Gabo Is and Cape Howe...
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However, here’s something interesting. Thu
distinctive point, which logically would seem to be Cape Howe. Could he have seen beyond the
island to the further northern point? Cape Howe today is the point further north, the border point
between Victoria and New South Wales. So is there some doubt about which point Cook named?

Cook recorded his noon position, as usual, and then commented that “The weathe
us an opportunity to View the Country, which had a very agreeable and promising aspect,
diversified with hills, ridges, plains, and Valleys, with some few small lawns; but for the most part
the whole was covered with wood, the hills and ridges rise with a gentle slope; they are not high,

neither are there many of them. 0

|l "ve now changed the map (see blog of 13
days of the 25-19 April voyage.

Tuesday, Apr 20, 2010

Cook's Endeavour on 25-29 April

Canberra, 20 April 2010

With only four days to being signed on wi
what happened to Lt James Cook on the corresponding daysof25-2 9  Apr i | . It w
to do it day by day as it happens. It might be hard enough sitting or standing in one place, let alone
using a computer. And who knows how far away from Next Gwe might be!

I mentioned on 19 April (bel ow) that, on
having been pretty much due east of it at noon on 24 April. Following hisj our n a | i sn
as | 've mentioned before and il lustrat énand

About Botany Bay.

On 25 April, he spends some time
talking about Jervis Bay, even though,
by then, he was well beyond it. In fact,

Pt AR NS =y
" BOTANY BAY,

mn / =
.* G NEW SovU T WALES. & Ly

W ) while |I'm far fr
’ expert—and still dor

meaning or significance of comments

such as “In the

Variation to be, by the Amplitude, 7
degrees 50 minutes East, by several
Azi muths 7 degr e
Il d wager that s
haven't al ways g
location of some of his landmarks
correct!

=3 vesEeEERS. Anyway, on 25 April, while we watch
in awe as HMB Endeavour eases away
from its moorings and heads towards the H


http://motorcyclemeanders.com/doc/IN_AND_AROUND_BOTANY_BAY.pdf
http://motorcyclemeanders.com/doc/IN_AND_AROUND_BOTANY_BAY.pdf
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good judgement as the real crew start to get us dragging sails to the base of 39 metre high
yardarms, Cook was naming points on land as far north as Port Kembla. And while we stay
anchored in the shelter of the harbour 1e
Cook was enjoying some “calm, serene weat
some very changeable weather up the coast. | guess April weather can be like that.

There wasn’t much progress m a"dTaey gotwa bitrof btedxesin
the early hours of the 26™ and made some ground towards the northeast. At their midday latitude,
Cooknoted “White Clifts, which rise perpendic
off the Royal National park at that stage, but about 15 nautical miles off shore. The afternoon and
night of the 26" saw them tacking, standing in and standing off with light NE and NW breezes. Not
sure what all that means!

All this time they were | osing ground
on 27 April, they were only 3-4 miles from the shore but further south than they were the day
before. They had an interesting afternoon of it. The closeness to land, the white sandy beaches and
the presence of people and canoes on the
yawl (smallish boat — | wondered if our Endeavour has a pinnace and a yawl!). Accompanied by
Banks, Solander and Tupia (they seemed to accompany him a lot), Cook set off to make contact with
shore and its inhabitants. They didn’'t ma
surf, which they appreciated only when they got close. If only they knew it was possible with the
skills of a good sweep.

ow

By the time they got back to Endeavour at about 5.00pm, things started to get a bit scary. Cook
writes “At this time it f eahdlahalEfeom the Shoeerindl we
fathoms, and within some breakers that lay to the Southward of us; but luckily a light breeze came
off from the Land, which carried us out o

Tundny 67 5o ieriry Ko Gt ity |

oLy : /‘_4.(,1 ea,“p/, f e A
D“ﬁ/"‘é’ “ [00 }jﬁ /;z_\, rL;z,-> /

Sl —f"""”"t"f—dr""?éé &#gf» '

f

e ——— il i

g%i‘-g&’jﬁ# (,/ ot c/c/caA ML//,_QJ;//ur

Natlonal Library of AUS"8||8
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Cook renames Stingray Harbour to Botany Bay

f/g%’;f?;% iy ‘*“‘ﬁy’ b M pasne oy B

On 28 April ,he" Atorda ynlgi gvet diimsctover ' d a Bay
shelter’d from all winds, i nt o thidViewesbntthe r e
Master in the Pinnace to sound the Entrance, while we keept turning up with the Ship, having the

wind right out. At noon the Entrance bore North-North-We s t di stance 1 Mi

And so, after almost two years at sea (compared to our five days), he reaches what would become
known as Botany Bay. Cook actually called it Sting-Ray Harbour, prompted by the large number of
stingrays there. It was only some time later that he changed his mind and renamed it Botany Bay, in
deference to the numerous botanical items collected by Banks, which Cook came to appreciate as
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they sailed on several days later. You can see his second thoughts in the manuscript of his
journal.on 6 May, he first records his naming the bay Sting-Ray Bay; then corrects it after that.

In the afternoon of the 28", HMB Endeavour made its way into the bay.
Cook recounts that eventandthef i r st encounters with the b

“I'n the P. M. wind Southerly and Clear
bay and Anchored under the South shore about 2 miles within the Entrance in 5
fathoms, the South point bearing South-East and the North point East. Saw, as

we came in, on both points of the bay, several of the Natives and a few hutts;

Men, Women, and Children on the South Shore abreast of the Ship, to which

place | went in the Boats in hopes of speaking with them, accompanied by Mr.

Banks, Dr. Solander, and Tupia. As we approached the Shore they all made off,
except 2 Men, who seem’  d resolved to
this | order’d the boats to lay wupon
this was to little purpose, for neither us nor Tupia could understand one word

they said. We then threw them some nails, beads, etc., a shore, which they

took up, and seem’'d not il pl eased w
beckon’”d to us to co0menistakenhfodassonaslwert i n
put the boat in they again came to o0}

between the 2, which had no other Effect than to make them retire back,

where bundles of their darts lay, and one of them took up a stone and threw at

us, which caused my firing a Second M
some of the shott struck the man, yet it had no other effect than making him

lay hold on a Target. Immediately after this we landed, which we had no sooner

done thantheythrow’ d 2 darts at us ; this oblig:
after which they both made off, but not in such haste but what we might have

taken one; but Mr. Banks being of Opinion that the darts were poisoned, made

me cautious how | advanced into the Woods . ”

They spent sever al days anchored at that
days. The easiest option is the transcription of his journal. Go to chapter 8: Exploration of East Coast
of Australia.

A final bit of trivia. | have come across two intriguing, almost throw-away comments while delving
into all this. One mentioned that Cook had not accounted for crossing the International Date Line;

and another, in stating Cook did somet hi
time.” So, in ‘real ti me’ Cook entered Bo
bit of a non-sense in this context. Nobody in New Holland kept track of dates by the Gregorian
calendar or any other conventional cal enc

calendar, which said it was 28 April. Besides, a substantial part of the world was still on the Julian
calendar, so, for them, it was neither 28 nor 29 April. [Note of 1 May 2010: having completed the
voyage and learned about ship's time, I'll need to revise this para, so don't assume it's correct!)

It is a fortuitous coincidence that the Two Cultures Ceremony is on 29 April?


http://ebooks.adelaide.edu.au/c/cook/james/c77j/index.html
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Wednesday, Apr 21, 2010

Moving Slowly Northwards

Canberra, 21 April 2010

At 6.00am this morning,
Cook sights
high Mountain laying
near the Shore, which,
on account of its figure,
I named Mount
Dromedary.
sees “An Op
wherein lay 3 or 4 Small
Islands, bore North-

West by West, distant 5 : .

or 6 Leagues. This Bay / i bt o wikipedia -

seem’ d teey b Mount Dromedary

little Shel  _. .

Sea Winds, and yet it is the only I|likely
stage, Cook names the bay Bateman
Bay, but it gets

Bay.

Endeavour spent the afternoon sailing
about 9 miles offshore with a gently
sou’ westerly pus
Cook noted that they saw smoke from
fires at several places along the
beaches. By 5.00pm, Endeavour was
opposite “a poin
2 account of its perpendicular Clifts, |
Gl cal li'nd Rdopright . ”

Point Uright (Durras) this is the headland at the north of
Durras Beach, a favourite place of
mine and where | have camped over many years —without ever realising what the headland was
called or why. Cook r ecor dnhswoulkdeeenpt@bs a bit further

north of the headland. (Cook notes on 22
hath been 12 or 14 Miles to the Southward
owing to nothingbutaCurr ent set to the Southward.” Th

no idea why you have the discrepancy!)
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Thursday, Apr 22, 2010

More Naming - and Looking for A Rest

Canberra, 22 April 2010

After a sleepless night of changing direc
ourselves nearlyinthesameP| ace we were at 5 o' Clock in
that we had been drove about 3 Leagues to

A case of starting again where you left off!

As with the day before, however, the
morningprovid ed a gent | |
to run them easily up the coast —and
so close in that
several peoplealongt he Sea
In Botany Bay, Cook records that the

| ocal i nhabitants
Even now, the closest he has been, he
wri t es “They appe

dark or black Colour; but whether this
was the real Colour of their skins or
the Cloathes they might have on | i
know not.” He obyv
close!

As he records his noon bearings, he

notes “A r emallaighb Pigeon House Mountain
inland, the Top of which looked like a
Pigeon house, and occasioned my giving it

By this time, he’'s getting -chedshpdeubtaréplenish waterf
supplies. His hopes are raised again by a small island he thought might have presaged a safe haven,
but on coming closer he wondered if it even provided enough security for one of his small boats to
land. This would have been off the southern part of Ulladulla. He said he would have tried it anyway
hadnotthe wi nd changed “we had a-Eadtrawlig e upbnatHe lana,
which beat every where very high upon the

That evening and next day (23rd), they “s
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Friday, Apr 23, 2010
Passing Jervis Bay

Canberra, 23 April 2010

Since 11l be bussing it to SyWYndy Itlomammp
today and cover Cook'" next few days up t

As | noted yesterday, the 23rd was a quiet day 240 years ago. He gives a noon latitude observation
but doesn’t bot her about his | on gguésd8&neumiles
or 33km) from the land. He also gives bearings for Mt Dromedary and Pigeon House Mt, so with a
protractor and decent map, you could pin point his position better than | have. He also provides an
estimate of the latitude and longitude of Pigeon House Mountain — putting it spot on in latitude and
s pretty

about 14 out by |l ongitude. That

In the afternoon, Cook notes that they
are off “a point
Cape St. George, we having discovered
it on t hat he$eastofSt ’
George is still 23 April.

Cape St George is the southern
promontory of Jer SEESEs
what' s due west 0y
when he took his noon bearings. In his
entry on 25 April, after dealing with
the afternoon of 24 April and giving his
noon bearings, he seems to hark back
to the 23rd with the observation

- p Wikipedia

° e .
“About 2 Leagues Ruins of Cape St George Lighthouse
Cape St. George the Shore seems to

form a bay, which appe ar-Eastwitdgbutaewe baththelwinditr
was not in my power to look into it, and the appearance was not favourable enough to induce me to

|l oose time in beating up to it. The North
Nose. Latitude 45 degrees 4 minutes South
Alght house was built on Cape St George in 1

visible from the north and barely visible from the south. It was later realised that it had been built
several miles from its planned location. From 1864 to 1893 there were twenty three ships wrecked
on the South Coast of NSW in the vicinity of Jervis Bay. A new one was built in 1889 at Point
Perpendicular, which was considered a
far more suitable site. (Wikipedia)

He also notes a point further north,
which he called Red Point because
“some part of th
appeared of that
southern end of Port Kembla.

Over 26-27 April, they were becalmed
a few times and lost ground. He notes
seeing smoke and a few fires along the

shore before he tries a landing when
— e I
sy e Wikipedia

Pt Perpendicular Lighthouse (looking towards Cape St Geo
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they were close in around today’s Bulli
Il think I have mentioned a couple of ti me

So, basically, they ploughed on north until, at last, he spots a bay that looks like they can rest up and
re-stock.



